
 

T’filah (prayer) 

Each week, each grade will have a developmentally appropriate t’filah (prayer) experience in the sanctuary with Cantor 

Olivia Brodsky. Students will sing songs and prayers, learn the order of service, learn choreography, and have the 

opportunity to be prayer leaders. Using our siddur, Mishkan T’filah (our prayer book) allows students to apply their 

Hebrew knowledge.  

Pre-K/Kindergarten - Traditions and Mitzvot (Good Deeds/Commandments) 

The focus for our students in their very first years of Religious School is to get them acquainted with the basics. The 

theme for this year is “I am Jewish.” These first years form the groundwork for your child’s Jewish identity and allow 

their Jewish learning to feel seamless and integrated. Together we will discuss and explore what it means to be Jewish, 

engage in our heritage by learning basic Torah stories, celebrating the holidays, and honoring mitzvot (good 

deeds/commandments). We will begin to learn basic Hebrew vocabulary and prayers, using Hebrew Through Movement 

and Aleph-Bet Yoga. 

 

1st Grade - Family in Torah 

In 1st grade, our students continue to build on the basics and learn about “Family in Torah.” Students will connect 

Jewish identity with family values through the personalities we meet in our Torah stories. We will also learn about our 

own family stories. We will continue to learn about holidays and the Jewish values that guide how we treat one another. 

In their Hebrew studies, they will continue Hebrew Through Movement and begin to learn the letters of the Hebrew 

aleph-bet with Aleph-Bet Yoga.  

 

2nd Grade - Undiscovered Torah 

In 2nd grade, our students will continue to build their connection to Torah and focus on the lesser-known Torah 

stories. Students will learn more about the stories behind each holiday and the connection between the ancient story 

and the way we celebrate the holiday today. Students will explore the questions: How was the Torah written, and why 

is it written the way it is? The grade will create a 2nd-grade Torah, building each part. In their Hebrew studies, students 

will continue Hebrew Through Movement and learning the Hebrew aleph-bet, numbers, basic vocabulary and feelings.  

 

3rd Grade - G’milut Chasadim, Community and God 

3rd grade will learn “the world stands on three things: Torah, Avodah and G’milut Chasadim” (Pirke Avot 1:2). They will 

learn what the Torah teaches us about how we treat people. They will explore how they feel and think about God. We 

will focus on g’milut chasidim, acts of lovingkindness. Students will learn how we help people around the world, our 

community, and ourselves. Students will also learn about Israel through the lens of Israel as a homeland for the Jewish 

people, from ancient history to modern day. Students will begin learning to read and write Hebrew using the PHD 

(Phonetic Hebrew Decoding) books.  

 

4th Grade - Spiritual Experiences and Rituals   

In 4th grade, students will personalize their own Jewish experience through the lens of prayer. Students will answer the 

questions: Why do we pray, how do we pray, and what do the prayers mean? Students will learn the order of services 

and the difference between the various services, such as Shacharit/morning service vs. Maariv/evening service. Students 

will build connections to the prayers, culminating in making their own siddur. We will explore different spiritual 

experiences in addition to prayer. Students will also learn about various Jewish rituals and create their own class ritual. 

They will continue learning to read and write Hebrew using the PHD (Phonetic Hebrew Decoding) books.  

5th Grade - Prophets (Ancient and Modern) and Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World) 

The underlying concept of 5th grade is “I am made in the image of God,” or B’tzelem Elohim. Study of the Tanach will be 

introduced (Torah, Nevi’im [Prophets], K’tuvim [Writings]), expanding students’ understanding of Jewish texts beyond the 

Torah. We will focus on a selection of stories from Nevi’im, the Prophets, exploring the idea of a prophet in relation to 

the concept of B’tzelem Elohim. Delving deeper into the idea of B’tzelem Elohim, students will explore what this means to 
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them personally and how it affects the way they live their lives; the focus will be on connecting this to an exploration of 

Jewish virtues and Social Justice. Students will define what Tikkun Olam is and explore their role in repairing the world. 

 

Students will learn about Israel as a force for justice and innovation in the world, and Israel as a safe haven for Jews who 

have been persecuted for their religion. This will also be the first year in which we will begin to address the Holocaust 

during the time surrounding Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day).  

 

Each student continues to work on Hebrew reading skills at their own pace, either continuing with the PHD books or 

with reading Hebrew prayers and blessings.  

 

6th Grade - K’tuvim (Writings) and Jewish History (American and Holocaust) 

In 6th grade, students focus on the idea “I put Jewish values into action in my community,” keeping in mind the Jewish 

value of Tikkun Olam, or repairing the world. Students will continue their exploration of the Tanach (Torah, Nevi’im, 

K’tuvim), specifically studying selections from K’tuvim (Writings) including Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Book of Ruth. 

Students will also dive into the Torah service, learning the prayers, choreography and meaning. 

 

This year, students will also study American Jewish history, including connections between the American Jewish 

community, Israel, and the Holocaust. Students will research their own family history documenting how they ended up 

in the United States.  

 

In their Hebrew studies, students continue to work on Hebrew reading skills at their own pace, learning to read 

Hebrew prayers and blessings.  Some even begin reading their Bet Mitzvah Torah portion. 

 

TEENS 

7th-8th Grades (Teen Program/Junior Youth Group) 

7th and 8th grades are part of our Teen Program/Youth Group. As junior youth group members, they will help curate 

their curriculum and experience. Topics will include Jewish values for decision making, “How did the Middle East get so 

messed up?,” current events, hot topics, and any other Jewish subject matter the students would like to explore. We 

will build a strong social community through holiday celebrations, trips, and social action experiences.  

 

9th-12th Grades (Teen Program/Youth Group) 
East End Temple’s Teen Program/Youth Group offers teens the opportunity to take a break from the intensity of life 

through social programs, community service, and trips. Youth Group will meet twice a month: once for a social event 

and once for a social justice event. Teens can choose if they want to participate in both social and social justice or just 

one. The social event will start with dinner at EET followed by social activities until 7:30. The social justice event will be 

organized, and depending on the organization we're partnering with, these events may take place on a weeknight or 

over the weekend. 

Social/Volunteer at East End Temple: 

8th-12th graders can volunteer to help at our Genius Bar(Mitzvah), which meets on the first Thursday of the month 

(November-May) to support adults in our community with small but persistent tech questions and needs, while receiving 

some life-skill advice from participating elders. Teens can volunteer with EET's monthly or holiday-only programs, 

including Food For Families (with Sisterhood); the Newest New Yorkers Community Project (with EET Social Justice), 

and special holiday packing opportunities to connect our youngest EET families to neighbors in need through Sisterhood 

and Social Justice.  

Ozrim (Teacher's Aides/ “Helpers”):  
Teens in grades 8-12 have the opportunity to work in our Religious School. Teens who are accepted to this program 

will receive five official professional development sessions. Students will be guided on expectations for professional 

communication. Ozrim learn the value of their work in the Religious School, and students in their classrooms reinforce 

how precious each of the Ozrim are in our community.  


